Soldier serving in Asia touches base with home

By SCOTT ALDIS-WILSON

sotea Ggctelewrany.con:

It's imnic that Red Boultinghouse kad
to rav el to the othe- side of -he world to
be rar -inded of Garden Citx

Ne riv 30 vea sinee he graduared
from < wder: Cin H:gh Schoci and beman
araree: inthe milzmary first ir active duty
then the reserves, he said the 90- to 106-de-
gree Emacrarures in his current devloy-

ment are much more like his old home in
southwest Kansas than his more recent
home in Tacoma, Wash,

“It's like a July mght in the evening.”
hesaid. -

Making a call from hls current loca-
tion and only allowed to specifv that it i
somewhere In southwast Asia, the master
scrgeant in the Air Force Reserves' 446th
Air Evacuation Squadron talked about
life in camp during the war or. Irag and

roots he still kas in southwest Kansas,

As an emergency medica] technician
In the unit, he said. he typically lies with
a nurse and a couple of medics. some
times a doctor or specialist, to transport
intured personnel to safety: In fact. he said
some of the fimires seen unicading US.
POWs on national television las, week
were from his unit,

He's been in the arez since about mid.
February he said, leaving his job as a civil-

ian emergency medical
technician Feb. 12 at
Madizan Army Med-
ical Center in Tacoma.
Though he knew his an-
nual our was coming
up more than vear pri-
or. he was activated
March 25 and could be
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in place tor as long as a year

“Actually, 1 was kind of pre-
pared for it,” he said.

It's & long road, in time and
distance, from the city he moved
to at the age of five, within a
week afler the Clutter murders
and lived until he was 18. He said
he grew up delivering The
Telegram, and it was during his
senjor year of high school he be-
gan his medical caveer 4¢ an or-
derly at St. Catherine Hospital.

The mwost obvious links he
still has to Garden City theugh
are the ones he contacts with his
two 15-minute “morale calls”
each week - his brother and
dad.

One of his younger bmfhera,
Kevin Boultinghouse, said he
was glad 1o get one of those calls
last week.

“He sounded pretty upbeat,”
he said. "I'm not much of a
writer; so 1 call Rod & lot.”

Though it is a hitte tougher to
get back (o Rod on the phone, he
said he still prefers it over letters.

T e wseainiiinue, i sad b
watches the news of the Persian

Gulf war miore closely than the
last one in 1981 when Rod Boult-
inghouse was stationed in Ger-
many

“Before I didi't pay as much
attention as 1 did this time,” he
said. “We're pulling for them all
over there. [ think it’s 100 percent
right.”

Their father, Lou Boulting-
house, said he feels the same
way

“I'm s0 thankful that the pre-
sent administration did what
they did because now we're on
the backside of it he said. “I
feel like he's doing a valuable ser-
vice."”

Another thing he said he is
thankful for is the ability to
make and receive those calls to
his son, something he couldn't
do when he was in the Navy dur-
ing World War II. Right now, he
said he is planning to get his own
computer next week to begin
learning ¢ mail and receiving
messages from his son personal-
by

“I'm slowly getting orga-
nized ™ he said,

okl Boultingliouse said clec
tronic mail is something he did-

n't have the last time war can
to the gulf, but it is a very wel
come addition.

“Email's made a world ¢
changes " he said,

Rod Boultinghouse said send
ing messages to brothers, Mont
and Craig Boultinghouse, anc
his sister, Micheile MeMillan, ir
the Kansas City allows them t
keep the rest of the family up ti,
speed,

Sometimes, he said rying o
get a little time on the unit com-
puter or helping in the mail call
is the best way 1o cope with the
restrictions of living in a tent
city,

“If' yow're not on alert tor that
particular day, you have to stay
busy,” he said.

With a little luck, he said he
might be back in the US. by the
Fourth of July, maybe even
waiching a NASCAR race in
Kansas City, Kan., by October: in
the meantime, he had a simple
message for those in his old
hometown.

“Tell everyluuly in Gar(lei
Clty bl winl ergoy tie Bect 15
pire Days.” he said.



